


The Power of Christ-Controlled 
Thinking

Philippians 4:8-9



I. Embracing Truth Keeps Us on Target Spiritually.
A. "Finally, brethren, whatever things are true."

Phil. 1:6, For of this I am confident, that He who has begun a good 
work within you will go on to perfect (complete) it in preparation for 
the day of Jesus Christ.

Phil. 1:9-11, And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and 
more in knowledge and all discernment,

10that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be 
sincere and without offense till the day of Christ,

11being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, 
to the glory and praise of God.



B. Truth is rooted in the Scriptures.
Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. John 17:17

I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one come to the Father 
except through Me.  John 14:6

Psalm 119: 9-16, How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking 
heed according to Your word. 10With my whole heart I have sought 
You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! 
11Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against 
You. 12Blessed are You, O Lord! Teach me Your statutes. 13With my 
lips I have declared All the judgments of Your mouth. 
14I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in all 
riches. 15I will meditate on Your precepts, And contemplate Your 
ways. 16I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your 
word. 



C. Embracing truth calls us to the rejection of error.
Gal. 1:6-8, I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him 

who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,
7which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and 

want to pervert the gospel of Christ.
8But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 

to you than what we have preached to you, let him be 
accursed.



2 Timothy 3:1-7
But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:
2For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, 3unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, 
brutal, despisers of good, 4traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5having a form of godliness but 
denying its power. And from such people turn away!
6For of this sort are those who creep into households and make 
captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by 
various lusts, 7always learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.



D. Focusing on Jesus keeps us true in all circumstances of life.

Hebrews 12:2, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.

Col. 3:1-4, If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.

2Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.
3For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
4When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with 

Him in glory.



II. Embracing Honesty Keeps Us on Track 
Spiritually.

A. "…whatever things are noble (honest)…"

B. This kind of thinking is the opposite of hypocrisy.

C. How is it possible to keep our thinking on this level?

John 16:13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will 
guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, 
but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 
come.



1 Corinthians 2:10 & 13-14: 
10But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit 

searches all things, yes, the deep things of God…
13These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom 

teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual.

14But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.

Romans 7:18, For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good 
dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is 
good I do not find.

1 Cor. 2:16, "But we have the mind of Christ" 



III. Embracing the 'Just One' 
Keeps Us in Touch.

A. "…whatever things are just…"

B. The Lord's will is for His people to be just.

Deut. 16:19, You shall not pervert justice; you shall not show 
partiality, nor take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and 
twists the words of the righteous.

Deut. 16:20, You shall follow what is altogether just, that you may 
live and inherit the land which the Lord your God is giving you.



C. Peter said Jesus died, the just for the unjust.
1 Pet. 3:18, For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the 

unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh but made alive by the Spirit…

D. Our minds should be focused on Christ, the 'Just One'.  

Psalm 19:14, Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my strength and my 
Redeemer.



2 Corinthians 10:4-5

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for 
pulling down strongholds,

5casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ.



How is your thought-life today?



Proverbs 23:7

For as he thinks in his heart,

so is he.


